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SUB J : CEYLONESE REACTION TO PAKISTAN/BANGLADESH DIPLOMATIC 
RECOGNITION 

1. MDFA ISSUED FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE 25 FEB: THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SRI LANKA WELCOMES THE RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH BY PAK- 
ISTAN AND EXPRESSES THE HOPE THAT THIS WOULD LEAD TO A SPEEDY 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES WHICH WOULD 
EVENTUALLY CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE PEO- 
PLES OF THE SUBCONTINENT". 

2. WHILE RELEASE HAS DISTINCTLY NEUTRAL FLAVOR, EDITORIAL IN 
GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED "CEYLON DAILY NEWS" OF 26 FEB IS MUCH 
MORE POSITIVE IN TONE, TIPPING HAT TO SHEIKH MUJIB ("FINE 
POLITICAL REALISM AND SINCERE DESIRE FOR RECONCILIATION") 

AND BHUTTO ("MR. BHUTTO CAN IUSTLY CLAIM BRILLIANT DIPLOMATIC 
VICTORY"). 

3. SAME EDITORIAL ALSO REFLECTS LINGERING GSL SUSPICION OF IN 
TENTIONS OF THIRD PARTY INVOLVED - INDIA. IN CONCLUDING PARA- 
GRAPH, EDITORAL, WHICH MUST BE TAKEN AS STATEMENT OF CURRENT 
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INGLY AWARE LATELY THAT ITS DOMINAT POSITION IN THE REGION, 
PARTICULARLY POST-BANGLADESH, COULD AROUSE FEARS AND MISGIVINGS 
AMONST HER NEIGHBORS INDIA'S LEADERS HAVE MADE A CONSCIOUS EFFORT 
RECENTLY TO MEND BROKEN FENCES AND GENERALLY STRENGTHEN INDIA'S 
RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES IN THIS AREA.. .WHILE WE MUST ALL 
REALISTICALLY ACCEPT THE SIMPLE GEOPOLITICAL FACT OF INDIA'S 
REGIONAL DOMINANCE, INDIA FOR HER PART MUCH STRIVE TO IMPRESS 
HER NEIGHBORS THAT THIS FACT DOES NOT PRECLUDE INDIA'S RESPECT 
FOR THE RIGHT OF OTHER, SMALLER NATIONS TO CONDUCT THEIR OWN 
AFFAIRS IN THEIR OWN FASHION. THIS IS THE INDISPENSABLE FOUND- 
ATION FOR THE REGIONAL STABILITY WHICH HAS NOW BEEN GREATLY 
STRENGTHENED BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NORMAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH." 

VAN HOT JEN 
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